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CTE AWARDS 373 COMPLETION CERTIFICATES

Career and Technical Education leaders presented completion 
certificates to 373 seniors who completed 20 one-year 

and two-year programs at MOBOCES. The group included the 
first-ever graduating class from 
Manufacturing Technology. 

During the three evening 
ceremonies, a student delivered 
an address to their classmates. 
This year’s student speakers 
were: Devyn Marshall, 
New Visions Professions, 
Morrisville-Eaton; Beth 
Bunce, Health Related Careers, 
Camden; Makenzie Capron, 
Cosmetology, Camden; and 
Katelyn Lanz, Electrical/
HVAC, Vernon-Verona-
Sherrill.

In addition, a student was 
selected each evening to lead 
the Pledge of Allegiance: 
Damaris Moriarty, Culinary 
Arts, Rome; Tyler Waldron, 
Manufacturing Technology, 
Rome; and Devan Pelky, 
Outdoor Power Equipment, 
Morrisville-Eaton.

10 COMPLETE CBOE PROGRAM

Ten students from the Community Based Occupational 
Education class donned their caps and gowns and received 

their diplomas at a formal commencement ceremony on June 
20. The graduates were from Canastota, Morrisville-Eaton, 
Oneida, Rome and Vernon-Verona-Sherrill. Keagan Ammer, 
of VVS, gave the student address.

Six students - from 
Madison, Morrisville-
Eaton, Oneida and 
Oriskany - were also 
recognized for moving 
up from middle school to 
the High School Career 
Preparation Program. 

Career and Technical Education
19 RECOGNIZED AT ALTERNATIVE ED CEREMONY

Nineteen seniors 
from Alternative 

and Special Education 
programs were recognized 
on June 10 as candidates 
for graduation. The 
students were from seven 
districts - Camden, 
Canastota, Oneida, Rome, 
Stockbridge Valley, East 
Syracuse-Minoa and Utica.

District Superintendent 
Jackie Starks said she 
was impressed that every 
member of this year’s 
class has either college or 
employment plans. 

Two new awards were 
presented this year:

The Max Schoeneck Memorial Award is named for an 
Alternative Education senior from Oneida who passed away 
unexpectedly in December. The award recognizes a student who 
overcame struggles in life to work toward graduation and had a 
strong belief in CTE, which helped Max find success in school. 
That award went to Devin Clemens of Canastota.

The Dream Big Award is for students who demonstrate 
leadership ability, excellent work ethic, enthusiasm for moving on 
to the next stage of life and have postsecondary plans for college, 
employment or trade school. Two students received these awards 
- Jordanne Charland from Camden and Tony Ruzzo from ESM.

Alternative and Special Education

TEACHERS PARTICIPATE IN MATH WORKSHOP

Staff Development Specialist Jody Popple led a workshop on 
May 23 on “Building Capacity for NYS Next Generation 

Math Learning Standards for elementary math teachers from the 
region. The workshop helped teachers unpack the new standards 
and conduct a gap analysis for current curriculum, instruction and 
resources. 

This workshop is part of an ongoing series of “Building 
Capacity” workshops for both ELA and Math standards. Building 
Capacity is the second phase of NYSED’s rollout of the new 
standards, which will be fully implemented by Fall 2020.

Staff and Curriculum Development
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ROME STUDENTS EXPLORE TECHNOLOGY TOOLS   

Model Schools Coordinator Heather Bagnall worked 
with students at Staley Elementary School in Rome to 

demonstrate a variety of technology tools in the classroom. 
Fourth and fifth graders worked with the NAOmi robot on basic 
coding and programming activities as well as a city building 
activity and MakeyMakey electronic invention kits. Sixth 
graders used their Chromebooks to write interactive Choose 
Your Own Adventure stories.

PRE-KINDERGARTEN CLASSES CELEBRATE END OF 
SCHOOL YEAR WITH FAMILY PICNICS

Pre-kindergarten students in Canastota, Morrisville-Eaton, 
Oneida and Stockbridge Valley celebrated their first year 

in school with end-of-year picnics. Students had lunch and 
treats with their parents, grandparents and siblings. Before the 
celebrations, students sang songs and demonstrated the skills they 
learned this year.

Early Childhood Education

Management Services
DISTRICTS RECEIVE VIRTUAL WELDING GRANT 

Planning and Grant Writing Specialist Lisa Seitz assisted 
three school districts in securing new technology for their 

agriculture education programs. 
Hamilton, Madison and Stockbridge Valley jointly applied 

to the Central New York Community Foundation for an $18,000 
grant to purchase virtual welding hardware and software. The 
software will support the agriculture education programs in all 
three school. The schools anticipate more than 100 students 
directly using the system and about 400 students gaining new 
exposure to welding-related careers.

In addition to equipment and software, the grant will fund 
an intensive professional development training session in 
Cleveland for Hamilton’s agriculture teacher, who will then 
turnkey train the agriculture teachers from Madison and 
Stockbridge Valley to use the VRTEX VR Welding System. 

Adult and Continuing Education
UTICA ACCESS HOLDS STUDENT CAREER FAIR

The Utica ACCESS 
Site held its 

Spring Career Fair 
on June 11 to provide 
adult learners with an 
opportunity to talk 
with local employers 
about different work 
and training options. 
Sixteen Utica-area 
businesses and 
industry groups set 
up informational 
tables around the 
building. Classes 
rotated through 
the fair, allowing 
students to visit tables 
individually and in 
small groups and take 
as much time as they 
needed at each station. 


