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MOBOCES OFFERS EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR

About 100 students from 16 school districts are spending 
their summer learning at MOBOCES. 

The six-week 
Extended School 
Year program offers 
participating students an 
opportunity to continue 
developing skills they 
built during the school 
year through a mix 
of classroom-based, 
project-based, service 
learning and recreational 
activities. 

For example, classes 
are studying the life 
cycles of grasshoppers 
and butterflies. Another 
class is collecting 
donations for Wanderer’s 
Rest Animal Shelter. 
Later in the summer, 
parents will be able to 

attend an Open House to see what their children are learning.

Alternative and Special Education
SUMMER CONFERENCE FOCUSES ON READING

Teachers, librarians, administrators and other educators from 
across the region are learning strategies to boost student inter-

est in reading at this year’s CNY Education Conference. 
The conference, in its sixth year, kicked off with keynote speaker 

Steven Layne, a literacy education professor at Judson University 
in Illinois. Layne previously taught in public schools and is an 
award-winning children’s book author. In his keynote, “Confes-
sions of a Reading Arsonist,” he shared stories from his teaching 
career and offered strategies for educators to spark a love of reading 
in their students. 

Throughout the two days, the 150 conference participants at-
tended breakout sessions on specific literacy topics, led by literacy 
education experts. In addition to Layne, breakout session present-
ers were: Rome elemen-
tary teacher Paula Gilroy 
(Interactive Read Alouds), 
educational consultant 
Kelli Johnson (Reading In-
struction) and educational 
consultant Olivia Wahl 
(Supporting Struggling 
Readers). Staff Develop-
ment Specialist Jon Cornue 
led the Day 2 keynote, 
talking with participants 
about the new state learn-
ing standards for literacy.

Day 1 concluded with a 
“book tasting,” allowing 
participants to explore new 
titles, resources and prac-
tices to help more students 
read for fun. 

Participants were from: 
Camden, Canastota, 
Madison, Morrisville-
Eaton, NYSSD, Oneida, 
Rome, Stockbridge 
Valley, VVS, MORIC, 
MOBOCES, St. Patrick’s 
School and New Life 
Christian School, as well 
as 11 districts and BOCES 
outside the region. 

Staff and Curriculum Development

Management Services
LABOR RELATIONS COORDINATOR PRESENTS ON 
COMMUNICATION AT STATE CONFERENCE

The Labor Relations team attended the annual New York State 
Association of Management Advocates for School Labor 

Affairs (MASLA) in July. The conference is geared toward labor 
relations professionals and school attorneys. 

Labor Relations Coordinator Andy Lalonde led the opening 
presentation, speaking about Communication and Labor 
Relations. He focused on communicating with the board of 
education during negotiations, communicating with the general 
public, and communicating with district staff in light of the 
recent Janus case in the U.S. Supreme Court regarding union 
membership.

The team also attended workshops on diversity and inclusion, 
employee relations, school security, sexual harassment, 
collective bargaining, off-duty conduct of employees, minimum 
wage laws, family leave, and changes to the 180-day school year 
to improve their expertise and support for client districts.



Adult and Continuing Education
18 COMPLETE PRACTICAL NURSING PROGRAM

Eighteen students graduated from an 11-month Adult Practical 
Nursing program this month though the BOCES Consortium 

of Continuing Education (BCCE).
The program offers extensive training, coursework and clinical 

experience in Anatomy & Physiology, Foundations of Nursing, 
Pharmacology, Growth and Development, Nutrition, Medical 
Surgical, Mental Health, Maternal-Newborn nursing, Nursing 
Care of the Child, and Leadership. Graduates are prepared to take 
their PN-NCLEX state board exam for their nursing license.

Courtney Bohn Pell, of Canastota, was the class valedictorian 
and Megan Rose Emmerich, of Vernon, was the class 
salutatorian. Both delivered speeches during the ceremony. 

Christian Joel Feliciano, of Rome, received the Outstanding 
Performance in 
Geriatric Nursing 
award for his class. 
In addition, Alison 
Frank, of Canastota, 
and Maggie Larkin, 
of Osceola, were 
recognized for perfect 
attendance. 

CONFERENCE ADDRESSES P3 FRAMEWORK

Early Childhood Director Colleen Wuest attended the NYSED 
P3 Summer Institute Conference in July in Albany. The 

conference focused on Effective Teaching Within a P3 Framework 
and addressed ideas for more closely aligning curriculum across 
all elementary grades. It also included discussions on bringing 
back focused play in all early grades. Several Rome teachers also 
attended the conference. 

Colleen is now working with a Capital Region BOCES 
counterpart to begin planning local trainings this fall. 

Early Childhood Education

NEW GRANT SUPPORTS LIBRARY PARTNERSHIPS

The School Library System is sponsoring 13 new unique 
summer partnerships between local school and public 

libraries through a 
grant from the Central 
New York Library 
Resources Council. 

The CLRC’s New 
Initiatives Grant 
provided nearly 
$4,000 for the “From 
School to Public: 
Providing a Bridge 
for Student and 
Family Use of Public 
Libraries” project. 
Through the initiative, 

librarians in MOBOCES component school buildings connected 
with a local public library to develop relevant summer 
programming, then applied to SLS for funding to support that 
programming. Programming includes coding, STEAM centers, 
musical instruments, book clubs and family activities.

The CLRC partnerships funded through the grant are: 
Camden: McConnellsville Elementary and Camden Middle, 

with Camden Public Library 
Hamilton, with Hamilton Public Library
Morrisville-Eaton: E.R. Andrews Elementary, with 

Morrisville Public Library
Oneida: North Broad Street and Seneca Street Elementary, 

with Oneida Public Library
Rome: Gansevoort, Staley and Stokes Elementary, with 

Jervis Public Library
Stockbridge Valley, with Morrisville Public Library
Vernon-Verona-Sherrill: McAllister Elementary and 

VVS High School, with Sherrill Public Library; and Wettel 
Elementary, with Vernon Public Library

Center for Instructional Support
CAFETERIA WORKERS ATTEND SUMMER TRAINING

Nearly 200 school food 
service workers and 

managers from across the 
state are receiving hands-
on skills development at 
MOBOCES this summer 
through a NYSED training 
program. 

During the four weeks, 
120 school cooks attended 
the Professional Cooking 
workshop. They worked 
in the Culinary Arts 
classroom and lab kitchen 
to improve their cutting 
and food preparation 
skills, cooking methods, 
recipe development and 
nutritional analysis for 
their work during the year 
preparing school lunches. 
Stations include cold food, hot food and baking.

Each week, the program creates a lunch buffet, with each 
participant preparing at least one 24-portion dish – salad, soup, 
sandwich, hot or cold entrée or dessert – that meets school lunch 
standards. All remaining food is donated to the Rome Rescue 
Mission.

In addition, 80 food service administrators participated in the 
Managing Your Child Nutrition Program workshop during the 
same four weeks. They worked on cafeteria management, budget 
and finance development, food purchasing, menu planning and 
other managerial aspects of the school cafeteria.

NYSED has offered Professional Cooking at MOBOCES since 
1998 and Managing Your Child Nutrition since 2015.

Career and Technical Education

Regional Information Center
793 COMMITTEE ADOPTS TWO NEW STANDARDS 

The MORIC held its final 793 Committee Meeting of the 
2017-18 school year on June 28 in Glenfield. The meeting 

agenda included discussions of the Transformative Learning 
Council, Education Law 2-d, ESSA, Enhanced Data Views and 
Data Security. At the meeting, the Town of Webb district was 
highlighted for their instructional and technology practices. 

The committee also approved two new regional software 
standards that will be rolled out to districts soon – Filebound, a 
document management system, and SysCloud, a cloud security 
and backup system.


